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In This Issue... 
 

61 Institutions Selected to Participate in SSI 2007 
We are pleased to announce the selection of participants for the 2007 SENCER Summer 
Institute.  Interest in the Institute continues to grow and we were overwhelmed by the  
number of applicants for this year’s event, which will be held on August 3-6 in Maine.  Those 
selected to participate are diverse: in location (24 US states and 2 foreign countries), in  
reasons for applying to attend, and institutional types (22 master’s universities,  
14 doctoral/research universities, 10 associate’s institutions, 9 baccalaureate institutions, 
one special-focus institution, one high school, and five other types of organizations). 
 

We received strong applications from both new and alumni institutions.  A list of Institutional 
teams and individual invitees is available on page 2.  We’ve grouped the teams and  
institutions based on the topics of interest they wish to pursue on pages 6-10. 

 
SENCER and Chemistry Education at 
Two-Year Colleges 
SENCER explained and featured during 
a workshop at the Two-Year College 
Chemistry Consortium in March.  Also, 
an update on SENCER international  
activities and opportunity to participate in 
the Association for the study of Literature 
in Environment annual conference.   
See page 3. 

NCSCE Work Recognized 
Mayor Stephen R. Reed of Harrisburg 
mentions NCSCE  in his State of the City 
speech.  Read an excerpt on page 11. 

 

 
Progress Reported in SENCER in the 
Majors and SENCER in Writing 
Two 2006 post-Institute implementation 
awardees report progress in their  
initiatives to incorporate SENCER in 
STEM majors courses and in writing. On 
page 4, Rita Kranidis and Greg Wahl 
from Montgomery College in Maryland 
discuss the College’s writing initiatives in 
partnership with colleagues in science 
departments.  Robert Seiser and Kristen 
Leckrone of Roosevelt University in  
Illinois discuss initiatives in courses 
taken by STEM majors on page 5.  

Portland Harbor at last light 
Begin Preparing for Your Trip to 
Maine 
For SSI 2007 participants: Find  
information about preparing for your trip 
to Maine and some of the many ways to 
share your work with colleagues at the 

 

Our thoughts are with the Virginia Tech community 
and all who have been affected by the tragedy of April 16, 2007.  
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Institutions Invited to Attend SSI 2007 
 

We look forward to working with you in Portland! 

Teams (New and Alumni)  
 
▪ Arkansas State University 
▪ Brigham Young University 
▪ Butler University 
▪ College of Saint Rose 
▪ Franklin Pierce College 
▪ George Mason University  
    and the Smithsonian 
▪ George Mason University  
     and the Galapagos  
     Conservatory 
▪ Georgia College  
     and State University 
▪ Harold Washington College 
▪ Harrisburg University of Science                    

 and Technology 
▪ Harry S. Truman College 
▪ Kapi’olani Community College 
▪ La Salle University 
▪ LaGuardia Community College 
▪ Lipscomb University 
▪ Longwood University 
▪ Macon State College 
▪ Massachusetts College of Pharmacy  
     and Health Sciences 
▪ Merrimack College 
▪ Metropolitan State University 
▪ Montgomery College 
▪ Mount Aloysius College 
▪ Mount Saint Mary College 
▪ Northern Essex Community College 
▪ Northland College 
▪ Oberlin College 
▪ Oglethorpe University 
▪ Ramapo College 
▪ Roosevelt University 
▪ Rutgers University 
▪ Southern Connecticut State University 
▪ Southern New Hampshire University 
▪ Texas Woman’s University 
▪ University of Dayton 
▪ University of South Carolina Sumter 
▪ University of Southern Maine 
▪ University of Texas at Arlington 
▪ University of Wisconsin-Parkside 
▪ West Virginia University 
▪ Western Reserve Resource Conservation  
    and Development Council 
▪ Woodbury University 

Individuals (New and Alumni) 
 
▪ Emerson College 
▪ Fairleigh Dickinson University 
▪ Georgetown College 
▪ Georgia Southern University 
▪ Makerere University 
▪ Minneapolis Community and Technical College 
▪ Metropolitan College of New York 
▪ Middle Tennessee State University 
▪ New York University 
▪ Oxford College of Emory University 
▪ Richard Daley College 
▪ Richard Stockton College 
▪ Rockford College 
▪ SciTech High School 
▪ Stern College for Women, Yeshiva University 
▪ University of Hartford 
▪ University of New Hampshire 
▪ West Chester University 
▪ Wisconsin Campus Compact 

View from Long Wharf, Portland, Maine 
 

S u m m e r  I n s t i t u t e 

The pictures on pages 1, 2, and 11 appear courtesy of the  
Convention and Visitors Bureau of Greater Portland 
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SENCER News, Dissemination, and Opportunities 

Please join us for the Seventh Biennial Conference of ASLE  
Confluence: literature • art • criticism • science • activism • politics  
June 12-16, 2007  
Wofford College, Spartanburg, South Carolina  
 
The Association for the Study of Literature and Environment (ASLE) will hold its Seventh Biennial Conference from  
June 12-16, 2007 at Wofford College in Spartanburg, South Carolina. Taking as our theme the many streams of  
environmental interest and activity that flow together to form ASLE’s mission, the conference will feature renowned 
speakers as well as panels, roundtables, poster sessions, workshops, and other performances that pertain to our theme 
or otherwise explore the relations of language, place, nature, and culture.  
 
For additional information please visit the conference website (http://www.wofford.edu/asle) or contact conference  
co-hosts Ellen Goldey (goldeyes@wofford.edu) or John Lane (laneje@wofford.edu). 

An invitation to participate in the 177th Conference of the Two-Year College Chemistry Consortium (2YC3) was  
extended to SENCER last Fall by the program director of the conference. The host institution was Joliet Junior  
College, Joliet, IL.  The conference took place during March 23-24, 2007.  

 
Four SENCER faculty represented the program during “Science Education, Civic Engagement, and the SENCER 
Project,” a 2.5 hour workshop that took place on Saturday, March 24: Steve Bachofer (Saint Mary’s College of  
California), Ralph Bain (Montgomery College), Theo Koupelis (University of Wisconsin-Marathon), and Dennis  
Lehman (Harold Washington College). At the start of the session Theo gave a general description of the SENCER 
program, followed by presentations by Steve and Ralph on their work SENCERizing their chemistry-related courses.   
Ralph discussed some of the obstacles for students and faculty as well as institutional barriers to implementing 
SENCER in a chemistry class, based on his experience with his Chemistry and Society course.  He also covered 
some of the failures and successes with incorporating writing projects and briefly talked about the SALG instrument. 
Steve gave an interesting presentation on his experiences and civic interactions as he implemented the SENCER 
approach at a Superfund Site, the former Alameda Naval station in California. Dennis then discussed how to develop 
a SENCER course, using the example of community outreach efforts interactions in Chicago concerning urban 
health.  Theo gave a quick description of the “nuts and bolts” of a SENCER course and a summary of all chemistry 
related SENCER model courses. The end of the session included an interactive component during which  
participants considered the possibility of SENCERizing one of their courses and discussed their plans and questions 
with the presenters.  
 
Taking into account that this session was scheduled against three chemistry workshops, the participation was good 
(17 people), and the discussions excellent. Participants referred to the SENCER idea as “very interesting,” 
“intriguing,” and “inspiring.” A number of participants expressed interest in participating in future summer institutes 
and regional meetings and provided contact information for future announcements. We hope that we will again be 
invited to participate in future annual conferences of this consortium.  

SENCER Alumni Present Workshop at Two-Year College Chemistry Consortium 
 

Ralph Bain, Montgomery College and Theo Koupelis, University of Wisconsin-Marathon 

Armenia Group Highlights Worldwide SENCER Activities 
 
Members of the SENCER community in the Cosmic Ray Division at the Alikhanyan Physics Institute in Armenia have 
dedicated a portion of a website to disseminating information about SENCER, focusing both on information about 
SENCER in the US and international efforts to integrate the approach in several countries.  The website (in English) can 
be visited by going to http://crdlx5.yerphi.am/SENCER/index.php.   

SENCER: International 

Two-Year College Chemistry Consortium website: http://www.2yc3.org/default.htm 
Program from the meeting: http://www.2yc3.org/Meetings/177/177thProg.pdf 
Steve Bachofer and Phylis Martinelli’s model course on Renewable Environment: Transforming Urban Neighborhoods 

D i s s e m i n a t i o n  &  D e v e l o p m e n t 
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Developing Partnerships Between Writing Coordinators and Science Faculty 
 

Rita Kranidis and Greg Wahl 
Montgomery College, Takoma Park/Silver Spring Campus 

Incorporating writing into STEM 
courses has been an important aim of 
the SENCER team at Montgomery  
College (Maryland), Takoma Park/
Silver Spring campus. To assist with 
that goal, Writing and Reading Center 
Director Greg Wahl and Professor of 
English/Writing in the Disciplines  
Coordinator Rita Kranidis have recently 
joined the core SENCER team of  
science faculty: Ralph Bain 
(chemistry), Chris Haga (geography), 
Linda Mona (natural sciences), and 
Max Nam (natural sciences). 
 
The incorporation of writing resources 
into MC’s SENCER efforts started with  
Professor Bain’s request for Writing 
and Reading Center support for the 
writing assignments in his  
SENCERized Chemistry and Society 
course in 2005-2006. Though the WRC 
makes its tutoring and other services 
available to students in all disciplines,  
it —like many other writing centers 
which provide necessary support for composition, developmental writing, and ESL students—had had minimal contact 
with STEM fields before this collaboration. The leader of the Chemistry and Society course proposed several writing  
projects, including a letter to a civic leader or public official and an executive summary.  To assist with this, the WRC  
director or another staff tutor visited the classroom twice during the semester: once to invite students to use center’s  
services on either assignment and once to discuss the executive summary assignment. When students sought tutoring 
in the center for these assignments, they were engaged in discussion about the writing and reading tasks before them. 
The goal of this support was not only to increase writing competency but also to build awareness of the uses of what 
they were learning and their ability to engage others with it. As a result of  Ralph’s enthusiasm, and seeing that students 
rated the assignments and WRC support highly using the Student Assessment of Learning Gains, Greg joined the 
SENCER team and co-presented a poster session about their collaboration at the 2006 Summer Institute.  
 
As a “writing guy,” (read: a C student in math), Greg arrived at the summer institute expecting “scientific” or  
mathematical” discussion that would fly over his head. Instead, he found the institute’s discussions of course design, 
learning, outcomes assessment, civic engagement, and student research to be not only familiar but also energizing and 
elegantly clear. If the discourse was scientific, that only meant that it made the complex phenomena of teaching and 
learning understandable and doable. Take for example Robert Full’s plenary session about undergraduate research  
designed for discovery in his classes at Berkeley: his students discovered that geckos exert less energy than they should 
when walking, that they do so because their toes are so sticky, and that their toes are so sticky because of the tiny  
hair-like structures on their surface. When charged with determining how that knowledge might be useful, his students 
suggested that synthetic gecko toe-hairs could replace the inconvenient and wasteful glue on products like Band Aids. 
Then they actually pitched the idea to Johnson & Johnson!  The lesson—that grappling with the real world outside of 
academia creates an ideal situation and motivation for learning—is as useful in the writing classroom as it is in the  
science lab. Greg began to think this was exactly the kind of thinking that Rita Kranidis had been exploring back at MC in 
the new college-wide Writing in the Disciplines program she was coordinating. 
 
The fit between writing in the disciplines and SENCER was confirmed at Cathy Middlecamp’s “Including Writing  
Assignments in SENCER Courses” workshop later in the Institute. Middlecamp, author of a writing-intensive chemistry 
text and the original inspiration for Professor Bain’s writing assignments, led an eager crowd of scientists in the kind of 
discussion that had been taking place at WiD forums back at MC.  

Rita Kranidis, College Program Coordinator of Writing in the Disciplines 
Greg Wahl, Director of the Writing and Reading Center 

Continued on page 9 

C a m p u s  R e p o r t s 



Roosevelt University is a private comprehensive university with full-service campuses in 
Chicago’s South Loop and in suburban Schaumburg, Illinois.  Both campuses offer 
Bachelor’s degrees in biology, chemistry, allied health and math.  Transfer and adult 
students make up a large percentage of our science and math majors.  Their  
preparation, experience and interests are quite diverse.  The College of Arts and  
Sciences is also experiencing an increase in the enrollment of traditional-aged  
undergraduate students. 
 
We have been involved in SENCER since 2005, when an invitation and support from our 
university provost brought us to San Jose as an advance team for the Summer Institute.  
Our experiences there and a review of our curriculum revealed needs and opportunities 
for civic engagement in the undergraduate majors.  Roosevelt has a strong focus on 
social justice and community outreach, and we had been challenged to identify aspects 
of the science and math majors that addressed that mission.  In 2006, we returned to 
SSI with a full team of five faculty members from our science and math departments.  
The community and resources of SENCER made it possible for us to organize our 
thoughts on pedagogy and curriculum design, and then come up with a plan for  
coordinated changes to several courses.  After SSI 2006, we applied for and received 
an implementation grant from NCSCE to support our work.  
 
Our long-term objective is to incorporate the SENCER Ideals into the courses taken by 
most STEM majors.  These include courses in general and organic chemistry,  
probability & statistics, science reasoning and quantitative methods, and molecular & 
cellular biology.  In each targeted course, a Roosevelt faculty member works from the 
existing curriculum to implement best teaching practices and civic engagement  
opportunities.   
 
Some of our approaches to course redesign include: 
▪ Science and society “threads” in lectures and assignments from different courses.  
This year’s topics have included global warming (statistics, green chemistry, data  
collection) and cancer (experimental design, disease pathology, patient demographics). 
▪ Service learning experiences, critical-thinking exercises and applications-oriented 
laboratories in introductory courses. 
▪ Use of the SENCER SALG assessment tool to gauge general dispositions and specific content outcomes. 
 
Work on this project began in earnest this year.  We hope that as time goes on, we will see improvements in student 
learning, interest and retention and an increase in science and math majors’ appreciation of the social relevance of  
science.  To paraphrase our institutional mission statement, we aim for Roosevelt science and math graduates to  
become leaders in their communities and experts in their field. Our participation in SENCER has helped us to shape 
these goals into a plan of action that is appropriate for our institution.  The SENCER community has provided invaluable 
support and guidance over the last two years; we look forward to SSI 2007 and the chance to share our challenges and 
our successes with all of you. 

Robert Seiser 
Assistant Professor of Biology 
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SSI Alumni Incorporate SENCER into Majors Courses Across the STEM Disciplines 
 

Robert Seiser and Kristen Leckrone 
Roosevelt University 

Bob and Kristen will be part of a team from Roosevelt University who will attend SSI 2007. 

Kristen Leckrone 
Assistant Professor of Chemistry 

 
Share information on your SENCER course or team project with the SENCER community by submitting brief articles to 
the e-newsletter.  We’d be happy to publish an essay on a addressing any area of interest: how a certain issue can be  
integrated into a class, overcoming institutional barriers, assessing the effectiveness of changes in the classroom, etc.  
Please send your stories and story ideas to sencer@sencer.net.   

Contribute to the SENCER e-Newsletter! 

C a m p u s  R e p o r t s 



 
Themes Identified by SSI 2007 Team and Individual Participant Plans 

SSI participants have chosen a variety of goals to plan to 
achieve at the Institute and during the 2007-2008 academic 
year concerning topics of courses to be revised or developed, 
student audience, and method of implementation.  We’ve 
grouped SSI 2007 participants, both individuals and teams, 
based on the aims mentioned in their applications.  Please 
note that many people mentioned multiple goals.  This list  
represents only a sampling of participants’ areas of interest. 
Additional areas of focus are included in parentheses next to 
the institution name.  Team goals will be published in their 
entirety in the SSI 2007 program book. 
 
 

Assessment 
Brigham Young University* 
Rex Cates, Gary Booth, Stephanie Burdett 
 

Fairleigh Dickinson University (health) 
Eric Iannacone 
 

La Salle University (information literacy)* 
Margaret McManus, Patricia Wilson, Diana Montague,  
Stefan Samulewicz, Jane Turk 
 

Middle Tennessee State University (general education)* 
Jessica Swoner, Judith Iriarte-Gross 
 

Minneapolis Community and Technical College (health)* 
Cathy Geist, Joan Felice 
 

Richard Stockton College (environment, arts)* 
Tim Haresign 
 

University of South Carolina Sumter (wetlands)* 
Pearl Fernandes, Mary Ellen Bellanca, Michael Bacon, John Logue 
 
Core Curriculum, New Degree Programs 
Arkansas State University (agricultural sciences) 
Robyn Hannigan, Alan Christian, Steve Green, Erick Gilbert, Tillman Kennon, Leonette Cox, John Pratte* 
 

Macon State College (teacher education) 
Stephanie Winterrowd, Michael Winterrowd, Whitney Elmore, Sumitra Himangshu 
 

Northern Essex Community College 
Marcy Vozzella, Noemi Custodia-Lora, Sue Grolnic, Jim Sullivan, Susan Sanders, George Medelinskas 
 

Stern College for Women, Yeshiva University (scientific method) 
Anatoly Frenkel, Robin Freyberg, Joshua Bacon 
 
Environmental Topics 
Franklin Pierce College* 
Fred Rogers, Frank Hubacz, Emlee Kohler, Joseph Sherwin 
 

George Mason University* and the Smithsonian (learning communities) 
Tom Wood, Francisco Dallmeier, Jennifer Sevin, Melanie Szulczewski, Chris Parsons, Greg Guagnano 
 

Harrisburg University of Science and Technology * 
Rob Furey, Christina Dryden, Susan Barrows, Mary Ann Wagner, Luis Paris, Joseph Cannon, Raad Saleh 
 

Montgomery College (writing initiatives)* 
Max Nam, Ralph Bain, Chris Haga, Greg Wahl, Rita Kranidis, Linda Mona 
 

New York University* 
Joseph Liddicoat 

Page  6 SENCER E-NEWSLETTER 

SSI team members gather to work on campus plans 

S u m m e r  I n s t i t u t e 

*Alumni 



Environmental Topics, continued 
Oberlin College* 
Patricia deWinstanley, Cindy Franz, Laura Moore,  
Deborah Roose 
 

Oxford College at Emory University 
Jack Eichler 
 

Richard Daley College 
Euguenia Peterson 
 

Texas Woman’s University 
Don Edwards, Richard Sheardy, Richard Jones,  
Sarah McIntire, Barbara Lerner, Ann Staton 
 

University of Southern Maine (honors courses)* 
Robert Sanford, Samantha Langley-Turnbaugh,  
Travis Wagner, Karen Wilson, Robert Keuch,  
Andrew Anderson 
 

Woodbury University (addiction)* 
Rao Chekuri, Martin Tippens, Zelda Gilbert, Eugene Allevato, 
Christine Carmichael 
 

 
General Education 
Emerson College (science for non-majors) 
Wyatt Oswald 
 

Georgia College and State University (health, teacher education) 
Michael McGinnis, Bill Wall, Mike Gleason, Karynne Kleine, Julia Metzker 
 

Lipscomb University 
Alan Bradshaw, Ben Hutchinson, Marcia Stewart, Linda Phipps, James Arnett 
 

Mount Saint Mary College (writing intensive)* 
Maureen Markel, Margaret Bussigel, Suparna Bhalla, Janet Petroski, Jennifer Bready, David Gallagher 
 

Southern Connecticut State University (honors courses)* 
DonnaJean Fredeen, James Dolan, John DaPonte, Susan Cusato, Adam Hott, Gregory Kowalczyk, Cynthia Coron 
 

Southern New Hampshire University 
Frank Catano, Kevin Degnan, Eleanor Dunfey-Freiburger, Karen Erickson* 
 

University of New Hampshire 
Sarah Kenick 
 
Health 
Harold Washington College* 
John Metoyer, John Hader, Chris Sabino, Donyel Williams, Jennifer Meresman, Uletta Jackson, William Kelley 
 

Makerere University* 
Mary Goretti Nakabugo 
 

Merrimack College (service-learning) 
Kathleen FitzPatrick, Linda Foote, Marcia Walsh 
 

Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences (service-learning) 
David Tanner, Delia Anderson, Caroline Zeind, Jennifer Tebbe 
 

West Virginia University (information literacy)* 
Jennifer Kasi Jackson, Fred King, James Rye, Michelle Richards-Babb, Jane Caldwell, Veronica Milliken,  
Jennifer Roberson-Honecker 
 

University of Hartford*  
Marissa Cloutier 
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SSI participants mingle while enjoying a morning walk 

SSI 2007 Team and Individual Participant Goals 

S u m m e r  I n s t i t u t e 



Majors Courses 
Oglethorpe University (first-year initiatives)* 
Keith Augderheide, Michael Rulison, John Nardo,  
Lynn Gieger, Monte Wolf 
 

Rockford College (nanotechnology)  
Fred Hadley 
 

Roosevelt University (mathematics)* 
Robert Seiser, Kristen Leckrone, Kelly Wentz-Hunter, 
David Szpunar, Byoung-Sug Kim 
 

Rutgers University (assessment)* 
Terry McGuire, Andrew Vershon, John Krenos,  
Dina Fonseca 
 
Mathematics 
LaGuardia Community College 
Prabha Betne, Marina Dedlovskaya, Arnold Glick,  
Rudy Meangru, Frank Wang, Gordon Crandall 
 

 
Metropolitan State University* 
Cindy Kaus, Rikki Wagstrom, Thomas O’Connell, Stacy Tepp,  John Schneider, Todd Lafrenz 
 

Metropolitan College of New York (health, assessment)* 
Heide Hlawaty 
 
Service-Learning, Civic Engagement 
Butler University (capstone courses)* 
Joe Kirsch, Margaret Brabant, Donald Braid, Bob Holm 
 

Kapi’olani Community College (environment, health)* 
Robert Franco, John Rand, Judith Kirkpatrick, Veronica Ogata, Herve Collin, Robert Moeng 
 

SciTech High School (project-based learning)* 
Erin Pittman, Kevin Varano 
 

West Chester University 
Carolyn Sealfon 
 

Wisconsin Campus Compact* 
Pamela Proulx-Curry 
 
 
Teacher Education 
The College of Saint Rose*  
Richard Thompson, Jacqueline Smith, Keith Sturgess, Margaret McLean 
 

George Mason University* and the Galapagos Conservatory 
(resource conservation) 
Tom Wood, Brack Brown, Allan Falconer, Larry Rockwood, 
Cody Edwards, Whit Anderson 
 

Georgetown College (alternative energy)* 
Jonathan Dickinson 
 

Georgia Southern University 
Michelle Cawthorn 
 

Harry S. Truman College (nursing program)* 
Pervez Rahman, Yvonne Harris, Mahesh Gurung,  
Raymond Torralba, Floyd Bednarz, Joshua Jones 
 

Mount Aloysius College* 
Merrilee Anderson, Barbara Cook, Laura Haubrick, Julie Smith 
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SSI 2007 Team and Individual Participant Goals 

S u m m e r  I n s t i t u t e 

SSI 2007 Poster Session 



Ramapo College of New Jersey (general education)* 
Rena Bacon, Bernard Langer, Susan Petro, Robert Mentore, Katarazyna Potocka, Pangyen Weng 
 

University of Texas at Arlington 
Greg Hale, Sandra Westmoreland, Nilakshi Veerabethina, Victoria Farrar-Myers, Ann Cavallo, Serena McDaniel 
 

University of Wisconsin-Parkside (general education)* 
Chris Evans, Vera Kolb, Gary Wood, Jim Robinson, Margaret Gename, Shannon McGuire 
 
Water Quality 
Geneva College 
Rodney Austin, Jeffrey Cole, Susan Fletcher, Kiley Friend, Melissa Gulstrom 
 

Longwood University (forensic science)* 
Alix Fink, Charles Ross, Glenn White, Mark Fink, N. Cole, Edward Kinman 
 

Northland College (teacher education)* 
Rick Fairbanks, Wendy Gorman, Annette Nelson, Brian Nowak-Thompson, James Paruk, Mark Leach 
 

University of Dayton * 
Don Pair, Kelly Williams, Dan Fouke, Paul Benson, Mary Kay Kelly 
 

Western Reserve Resource Conservation and Development Council 
Glenn Odenbrett, Christopher Stanton, Steven Reynolds, Celstia Lau, Kimberly Royal, Cynthia Holland 

The advice that emerged was similarly progressive: pick your spots, react as a reader, practice minimal marking,  
encourage students to show their work to tutors, and design writing assignments around what you want your students to 
learn how to do. All of us—Full, Middlecamp, the scientists, and the writing teachers—were working toward the same 
thing: encouraging engaged, self-aware, socially productive learning through discovery. At the University of South  
Carolina Sumter and Harold Washington College in Chicago, teams of science and writing teachers are working toward 
this goal in linked learning community courses, an idea that had been circulating among faculty at MC as well. Upon 
Greg’s return, Rita jumped at the opportunity to join.  
 
The integration of SENCER and Writing in the Disciplines at Montgomery College holds much promise at Montgomery 
College. This year, in addition to the kind of Writing and Reading Center support described above, integrating writing into 
science courses such as Chris Haga’s SENCER-ized Introduction to Geography course, has meant support from Writing 
in the Disciplines for faculty as they design courses and assignments. Greg and Rita make themselves available  
one-to-one or in workshops to help faculty find ways that writing assignments and activities might help students achieve 
course goals. Often, instructors who do not usually teach writing say that the time spent designing and grading writing 
courses can be prohibitive. WiD and the WRC suggest informal writing assignments, peer reviews, conferencing, and 
other strategies that can maximize critical thinking and learning without becoming overly burdensome. WiD is also  
sponsoring a faculty fellowship, led by Rita, in which qualifying faculty receive teaching release in order to meet for one 
semester to discuss key issues in writing and to conduct research on best practices in writing in their disciplines.   
Fellows also create sample rubrics, assignments, and lesson plans for one or more courses they teach regularly. The 
intensive study of writing entailed in this fellowship helps faculty attain a level of expertise that makes them excellent  
resources for their academic areas and their departments. Refreshments, collegiality and resources are par for the 
course.  Participants receive a certificate that acknowledges professional development credit. 
 
This year’s fellows include faculty in fields such as applied technologies, computer applications, nutrition, biology,  
economics, accounting, nursing, and math. It is hoped that these and future WiD fellows will help build a teaching culture 
at Montgomery College that reflects such SENCER ideals as “[conceiving] the intellectual project as practical and  
engaged from the start.” We also hope we can contribute our own expertise to help SENCER constituents learn more 
about teaching writing in STEM fields. 

Developing Partnerships Between Writing Coordinators and Science Faculty 
Continued from page 4 

Greg and Rita will be part of a team from Montgomery College that will attend SSI 2007. 
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SSI 2007 Team and Individual Participant Goals 

S u m m e r  I n s t i t u t e 

C a m p u s  R e p o r t s 
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What You Can Do Now to Prepare for SSI 2007 

You’ve received your notification of acceptance to SSI 2007, and the logical question is now: how do I prepare? 
 
We will send you information over the next few months about opportunities to participate in the Institute by giving a  
session or presenting a poster, what types of sessions you’ll be able to attend, and who will be featured speakers.  
Please make sure that you add sencer@sencer.net and danielle.kraus@sencer.net to your address books so that our 
emails can pass through your institution’s filters with ease.   
 
We will also post information to the SSI 2007 page of our website continuously (http://www.sencer.net/Institutes/
summerinst07.cfm).  Currently, you can access a tentative schedule, information on poster and presentation proposals, 
suggested methods of travel, and information about our host city and institution, the University of Southern Maine.  Our 
e-newsletter will also summarize the new information available each month regarding the Institute. 
 
Dates 
SENCER Summer Institute 2007 will begin on Friday, August 3rd at 8:00 am with registration.  The official program will 
conclude on Monday, August 6th around noon.  Post-Institute Workshops will run from 1:30 pm-5:00 pm on Monday  
afternoon (more information below).   
 
Travel 
All participants are responsible for making their own travel arrangements to Portland, ME.  Information about local  
airports, bus, and train stations is posted on our website at http://www.sencer.net/Institutes/summerinst07.cfm.  You may 
also want to consult the University of Southern Maine’s website at http://www.usm.maine.edu/generalinfo.htm.  
 
Accommodation Fee 
Participants are responsible for a $750 accommodation fee, which includes half of a double-occupancy room for the 
nights of August 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th, most meals, program materials, and shuttles to/from the University of Southern 
Maine campus and your hotel.  Payment of the fee will be due to the National Office by July 11, 2007.  The fee may 
change based on any upgrades you choose during the registration process. 
 
Registration 
All SSI participants must take part in online registration.  Registration will be online (at www.sencer.net) and is brief.  We 
use the registration process to do the following: 
 
1) Collect name and addresses for rosters that will be printed in our program materials. 
 
2) Make your hotel reservations.  SENCER will handle your hotel arrangements at the Eastland Park Hotel or the La 
Quinta, where we have blocks of rooms reserved at a special conference rate.  Through registration, you’ll be able to 
select options such as upgrades to a single room or extra nights at the conference rate through our online form.  At the 
end of the form, your personal total will be calculated, and you can then send us payment for your total accommodation 
fee.  More detailed information will be sent separately.  Online registration will begin on or around May 15, 2007, and 
must be completed by June 11, 2007.  You’ll receive a notification via email once the registration page is online. 
 
3) Register you for Post-Institute Workshops.  Post-Institute Workshops will be held on various topics on Monday,  
August 6th from 1:30 pm – 5:00 pm.  This year, we’ve opened Post-Institute Workshops to all participants, free of charge.  
Lunch will also be provided prior to the start of the workshop sessions.  A list of workshops and their descriptions will be 
posted to the SSI 2007 section of our website soon.  Brief descriptions will also be available on the registration form. 
 
Scholarship of Learning Pre-Institute Workshop 
We will offer an intensive workshop focused on how to conduct research in teaching and learning; topics will include  
developing questions, deciding what evidence to gather, and interpreting evidence.  The workshop will take place on 
Wednesday evening, August 1st, and during the day on Thursday, August 2nd, at the Eastland Park Hotel.  It will be  
limited to 15 participants, separate application required.  Check http://www.sencer.net/Institutes/summerinst07.cfm for 
more information and the online application, once it becomes available. 
 
Posters and Presentations 
We invite you to propose a session or to present your work in poster form at SSI 2007.  We will have separate online 
forms for both presentation and poster proposals, which will be launched around the time of registration.  You may  
submit both a presentation and a proposal for consideration.  We currently have basic information about the poster  
session and presentation proposals posted at http://www.sencer.net/Institutes/summerinst07.cfm.   
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to call the National Office at (202) 483-4600  
Monday-Friday, 9am – 5pm EST, or email Danielle at danielle.kraus@sencer.net. 

S u m m e r  I n s t i t u t e 



The Honorable Stephen R. Reed, Mayor of Harrisburg, spoke at length about Harrisburg 
University of Science and Technology and its role in the region’s future during the 2007 
State of the City Address. Below are excerpts from his remarks. 
 
Technology is the engine that drives the 21st Century economy. Those places which  
become the crucibles of technology innovation and production, workforce development and 
higher education, and which provide the amenities of art, culture, sports, recreation and  
entertainment, will be the most successful centers of economic advancement. Harrisburg 
continues to take strategic steps in a comprehensive agenda that is inclusive of all these 
endeavors. 
 
The result is the City’s further emergence and growth as a center for technology and  
education. At no time in Harrisburg’s history has such occurred. 
 
The new Harrisburg University of Science and Technology is now in its second year. With a 
curriculum focused on workforce high tech skills and knowledge, it is dedicated to preparing 
citizens for 21st Century careers. 
 
By connecting academic learning to the world of work and offering majors in the STEM disciplines of science,  
technology, engineering and mathematics, university students and graduates will possess an increasingly rare  
combination of STEM skills and core competencies in writing, cultural understanding and teamwork. 
 
America is under great challenge. Second world countries are producing vastly greater numbers of graduates in the  
engineering and science fields.  America has not kept pace.  Much has been said about illegal immigration, which is a 
real problem. But our challenge comes not from those who are taking low paying jobs. 
 
It comes from our inability to fill higher skill and better paying jobs.  American employers have difficulty filling these. 
Some of these jobs find their way overseas, not only because of lower wages there, but because there are greater  
numbers of people in their workforces to do these jobs. 
 
At the same time, the United States Congress has multiple times raised the immigration quota to allow more foreign 
workers with high skills to come to this Nation. Today, millions are here, filling jobs for which there are not enough  
American skilled workers. The further skills and monies gained here are many times sent back to native countries, to 
build economies there, which allow those nations to even further compete with America.  Unaddressed, this represents 
profound consequences to this Nation. The question recurs. What will be America’s economic standing in twenty years? 
 
The Harrisburg University, already cited as a national model by the United States Department of Education, offers a  
strategic answer. The University is arguably the most significant economic development project of this era and its impact 
will be extraordinary in years to come as the number of students and graduates increase. 
 
Now underway is the University Academic Center at 4th and Market Streets.  At 16 stories and 371,000 square feet, this 
$71 million project, to be completed next year, will house classrooms, laboratories, auditorium, student services center, 
parking and retail. It will be home to the National Center for Science and Civic Engagement, an entity that now has 
global reach. 
 
This university, born in the City’s executive office, is the first [science-focused] comprehensive university chartered in 
Pennsylvania in over 100 years. The new space will allow its rapid expansion of enrollment. 
 
In this Nation, we spend hundreds of billions of dollars every year on higher education. And yet we cannot fill many types 
of jobs and the middle class is shrinking. We are moving from a nation of producers to a country of consumers. In  
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, we are providing the vital linkage of education with workforce development and economic  
development. 
 
The State of the City address by the Honorable Stephen R. Reed, Mayor of Harrisburg, before the Harrisburg Region 
Chamber of Commerce, at noon on Wednesday, April 4, 2007 at the State Farm Show Expo Center. 
 

From a Harrisburg University Press Release 

Harrisburg University is “A Strategic Answer” to America’s Economic Standing 
 

Mayor Stephen R. Reed Calls Attention to the National Center in State of the City Address 

Mayor Stephen R. Reed 
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